























Mass Intentions
Weekday Masses
Nov. 7 8:00 am
Nov. 8 8:00 am

Otto M. Ottiger
Tom Gerling
Intentions
Carl/Patsy Boyer
Intentions

Jerry Walker
Irma Kory

Nov. 9 8:00 am

Nov. 10 8:00 am
Nov. 11 8:00 am

Saturday - November 12
5:00 pm - Roland Ecker

Sunday - November 13
7:30 am - People of the Parish
9:30 am - Elmer Jasper

11:30 am - Martha Guethle

Thank You For Cleaning Church
AR November 11
EH Diane Yocom
Church Larry and Susan Whitworth
Cleaning | Ty .
_ ﬂ%f Joanne David
Marie Pratt

Liturgical Ministers

Saturday Sunday Sunday Sunday
November 12 | November 13 | November 13 | November 13
5:00 pm 7:30 am 9:30 am 11:30 am
Eucharistic Ministers *washes the vessels
Ralph Munzlinger Ruth Haen Vicki DeLong Denise Witt
Katie Tutass Tom Johnson Debra Emery Sharon Alderson
Al Schuld Rich Ortmann Margaret Gerling Fran Davis
Shirley Tenny Denise Ortmann Jeff Grimes Angie Ecker
Peggy Mikko Sue Syers Trish Guethle Barb Oppelz
Bob Kren
Proclaimers
Terry Soer Ken Bohnert Larry Giovanni John Holmes
Bev Gregory Rich Ortmann JoAnn Vess Thom Ecker
Servers
Haley Yates Alexis Poulsen Katelyn Dorenkamp Katie Powell
Olivia Schwantner Zach Poulsen Grace Eimer Lexi Schmidt

Brendan Kohler

Mason Pohlmann

Alyssa Grosvenor

Savanna Stagner

Ushers
Dave Mills Jerry Terry Jerry Sheets Kevin Huss
Darleen Allmeroth Butch Mattingly Dale Sudholt Paul McDonnell
Ken Ganey Lou Bartoloni Steve Freihaut Mary Buckey
Ben Slodkowski Doug Bjornstad Mike Harris Cristina Duncan
Bart Heinzer Steve Morlock Larry Whitworth Jennifer Younkins
Jeff Heibeck Jeff Eschbach Chuck Phillips Fran Davis

A

Wally Freihaut
Carol Bierman
Jim Ketcherside

Cindi Connor, daughter of Susan Ryan

Tamara Mattingly, former parishioner

Lenore Burns
Cliff Wendt

Katia Gourley, daughter of Dennis/Patti Brouk
Rose Ann Chiodini, mother of Michael Chiodini

Dave Landers, brother-in-law of Bernie/Angie Henning

Andy Buchmann, friend of Mike/Mary Luebbert
Marie Knox, cousin of Helen Wendt/Betty Oermann

Janice Robertson
Butch Mattingly

Please pray for those who are ill (parishioners are in bold)

If you cannot come to Church because of an illness, please be sure
to notify the Parish Office, 636-671-3062, so we might minister to you
either at home, in the hospital or nursing care facility.

Susan Ryan

Bill Amblo

Phil Gallion, brother of Bruce/Linda Gallion
Leonard Nugent, cousin of Betty Oermann/Helen Wendt
Kathy Johnson, friend of Bruce/Linda Gallion

LeRoy Hirth, father of Carol England

Chuck Walker, brother-in-law of Linda/Bruce Gallion

Zillard Ingrum, father of Cheryl Brinker

Carl Wieschhaus, uncle of Jan Schultheiss

~those serving in the military, the homebound, shut-ins of the parish and all in nursing homes. To add a name
please call the Parish Office, 671-3062. Names will be removed after 3 weeks or as space permits.
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Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Cycle C

THe CHILBREN OF THIS
AGE AR Like ANGeLS

THEME: Hold fast to the faith.

We are approaching the end of the liturgical year and the
readings, in this last weeks of the Church year, begin to
focus on apocalyptic images and the call, as we live our
lives in this world, to hold fast to the faith that sets us
apart from the world and its values, that calls us to a
higher purpose and sets us on the road to an eternal
home.

THE READINGS:

First Reading: Il Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14

The first reading comes from the Second Book of
Maccabees. These books date from very late in Old
Testament times, not long before the coming of Jesus
Christ. They date from a time when Israel was an
occupied nation, when remaining faithful to God in the
face of the values and culture of the Greek world was
difficult, when people could face persecution for refusing
to compromise with the values of the larger world. Like
the Wisdom writings of the late Old Testament, the Books
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of Wisdom and Sirach, the stories told in the Books of
Maccabees deal with making our way in a larger world,
filled with conflicting values.

The story of the seven brothers is a legendary story, in
the truest meaning of the term legend. A legend is a story
that is told to give us an example to follow. In the face of
persecution, in the face of a corrupt world demanding that
we join in the corruption, seven brothers had the courage
to stand fast, to resist the evil demanded of them by the
larger world, to adhere to what was right, just and good —
even when such a stance demanded paying a horrific
price.

We end the Church year and are asked to look at how we
have spent our time, how faithful we have been, how
willing we have been to ignore the right and good for the
sake of fitting in, for the sake of making our way in the
world. The story from the Second Book of Maccabees
asks us to consider how courageous we have been in
saying no to those things in the world we know to be
wrong, to consider how willing we have been to make our
way in the world at any cost, to consider how single
minded we have been in living our faith. We have a
model to follow, the model of seven brothers who said no
to evil and corruption, the model of Jesus who sacrificed
Himself in order to accomplish what was good for all.

Second Reading: Il Thessalonians 2:16-3:5

The second reading is from the Second Letter to the
Thessalonians. This letter is another of the
Deutero-Pauline letters, a letter drawing on the great
themes of Paul, but a letter most likely written by an
unknown author sometime after Paul’s death. The letter
may reflect a time of persecution, at least of difficulty for
the believing community. Today’s reading comes from
the closing greetings of the letter in which the writer
encourages the community to hold fast and find
contentment in the spread of faith, in the spread of all that
is good within the Christian community — even in the face
of a hostile world. This final call to hold fast addresses us
today as we make our way in a world of violence, a world
where the poor and homeless languish in our streets, a
world where physical, economic and spiritual ills plague
mankind. The letter offers us assurance that the faith we
share makes a difference, that the life of God with us in
our Christian community cannot simply be contained there
but that it will break forth into the world around us and
effect a change for the better. But that can happen only if
the spirit of God that enlivens our Christian community is
kept alive, only if we embrace and live that spirit. Again,
we are called to hold fast.
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Gospel Reading: Luke 20:27-38

But, how do we hold fast? Luke gives us a clue in today’s
gospel. Within the community of faith in Israel, there were
different factions, different expectations of how God
wanted to deal with us. And the danger, within Jesus’
community, was that people would recast God’s word to
fit their beliefs and continue to promote division and
factionalism. In Jesus day, there was a huge division in
Israel over the idea of the resurrection. Jesus, not
canonizing any party’s final teaching, worked to overcome
divisions and unite all of God’s people around God’s
word, God’s word as He spoke it and intended it, not as
humans wanted to understand it in terms of their own,
narrow mindsets.

How do we hold fast to the faith? How do we live the
word of God with courage and conviction? Again and
again the measuring stick used by Jesus is whether or not
what we believe, what we live, what we teach and offer to
others is inclusive or exclusive. If | work to establish who
is right and who is wrong, then | am exclusive and | am
missing the will of God. If | am inclusive, if | find a place
for all my brothers and sisters within the believing
community, if | am open to the larger world but not a slave
to that world, then | have an inkling that | am on the right
track.

We approach the end of the Church year. We approach
the end of Ordinary Time, our time. This year, have | held
fast to the faith? Have | built something good to give back
to my God? Have | had the courage to be in the world but
not of the world so that | can be part of God’s plan to
change the world? Or, have | compromised with the
world and lived its values while paying lip-service to my
life of faith?

For Reflection:

e How do | see myself as called to be set apart from the
world? What do | see as my higher purpose in the
world? In this last year of Ordinary Time, have | lived
that higher purpose? What do I still need to work on?

o The story of the seven brothers is a story told to give
us an example to follow? Where do | need to follow
the example of the brothers in showing courage in the
face of the world and its values?

e What are my legends? What stories inspire me and
give me examples to follow? How well do | live up to
the examples in my stories?

¢ How can holding fast to the beliefs and values of my
parish community lead me to be a means of what is
peaceful, right, and just in the larger world?

e Do | tend to separate people in the world into different
groups and pick and choose to associate with people
whose value reflect my own? Do | see a call to forge
a unity from all people in my world, a unity that
embraces and celebrates differences?

The Lord is faithful
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