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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time                 February 6, 2011 Our Lady Queen of Peace 
4696 Notre Dame Lane, House Springs, Mo 63051 636-671-3062 

www.olqpparish.org 

February 6, 2011 

PASTOR 
  Reverend Michael Murphy 
ASSOCIATES 
  Reverend James Beighlie, C.M. 
  Reverend Donald F. Molitor, Retired 
DEACONS 
  Reverend Dr. Thomas Gerling 
  Reverend Mr. Paul Turek, Sr. 
MUSIC DIRECTOR 
  Mr. Bob Ellison 
GRADE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
  Ms. Renée Chauvin 
PSR COORDINATOR 
 Mrs. Debra O’Donnell 
PRESCHOOL COORDINATOR 
  Mrs. Nancy Lorenz 
YOUTH MINISTER 
  Mrs. Terry Ostlund 
PARISH COUNCIL 
   Sandee Burkemper   Dave Mills  
   Joanne David   Denise Ortmann 
   Vicki De Long   Rich Ortmann  
   René Heibeck   Linda Weber 
   Arnie Lohbeck    
 PHONES 
   Parish Office               671-3062 
   School                 671-0247 
   Cafeteria          375-5335 
SCHEDULE OF HOLY MASSES 
   Saturday Evening                                       5:00pm 
   (Rosary before Mass - Fatima Prayers included on 1st Sat.) 

   Sunday           7:30, 9:30, 11:30am 
   Holy Days                             as announced  
   Weekdays                                                            8:00am 
PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTIONS 
 Tuesday after 8:00am Mass 
ROSARY FOR VOCATIONS 
 2nd Monday of each month after 8:00am Mass 
ROSARY FOR PEACE 
 Every Monday evening at 7:30pm 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 First and third Sunday of the month after 11:30am Mass 
 Make arrangements by calling Parish Office 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
 Saturday         4:00 - 4:45pm or by appointment 
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
 As soon as marriage is contemplated, contact one of     
 the parish priests. 
STEPHEN MINISTRY                314-223-8751        
YOUTH MINISTRY                             314-566-8363  
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KC Membership Drive 
On the weekend of February 12th & 13th the Knights 

of Columbus will be conducting a membership drive 

after all the Masses. The only requirements for being a 

Knight is that you be a man, a Catholic in good 

standing and that you enjoy wielding a sword, 

drinking beer and playing horse shoes. (Actually, the 

beer, swords, and horseshoes are just fringe benefits 

and are optional). The Knights of Columbus is a 

Catholic fraternal organization that supports the local 

parish through fund raising activities and parochial 

involvement. They also support causes beyond the 

parish boundaries. They are one of the number one 

supporters of Cardinal Glennon Hospital for children 

and the Special Olympics. The Knights are known for 

their famous “Tootsie Roll Drive” which raises money 

for mentally challenged children. Our local chapter of 

Knights (the Fr. Jeremiah Murphy Council) has been 

extremely helpful and loyal to our parish. I can 

honestly say that they are one of the best councils that I 

have worked with since I was ordained a priest. 

Practically speaking, they serve as a “Men’s Club” for 

the parish. I encourage all men of our parish 18 years of 

age and older to seriously consider becoming a Knight 

of Columbus. 

 

                                                                   fr. mike 

Parish Office email 

parishoffice@olqpparish.org 

OLQP Web Site 

www.olqpparish.org 

submit articles for bulletin 

olqpbulletin@yahoo.com 

Deadline Tuesday at 4:30 pm 

Inserts - Monday at noon 

Upcoming OLQP Parish Events 
2011 

February  

  Sat   12 Valentine’s Day Dinner/Dance  

  KC  Hall 

  Sat/Thur 19-24 Parish Mission 

 Sun 20 Surf & Turf Dinner Cafeteria 

   Sat 26 Daughter’s Antique Appraisal 

   Sale and Tea Cafeteria 

March 
  Wed  9 Ash Wednesday 

  Sun  20 Red Hat Bingo KC Hall 

  Wed 30 Confirmation 7:30pm Church 

April 
  Sat  16 Athletic Association Trivia Night 

  Sun 24 Easter 

  Sat  30 Daughters Tailgate Sale 

May 
  Sun    1 First Communion 

  Sun  15 Daughters May Crowning 

June 
  Sat  11  OLQP PARISH PICNIC 

July 
  Mon-Thur 25-29 Soccer Camp, Athletic Field 

August 
  Sat  20 Daughters Tailgate Sale 

September 
  Sun  25 OLQP Quilt Social KC Hall 

October 
  Sat    1 Hoedown 

  Sat    8 Harvest Moon Auction KC Hall 

  Sun   16 Daughters Fashion Show KC Hall  

December 
Sun    4 Advent Tea KC Hall  
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YOUTH MINISTRY 

The Purpose of Family 
Why did  God invent family? The greatest gift He 

gave us is salvation and the second gift He gave us is 

family. Family gives us many opportunities to practice 

heaven here on earth. Last Sunday’s gospel was the 

beatitudes. Family life is driven by “attitude”. We can 

choose to “be” loving with our attitude or to “hurt” 

with our attitude. What attitude do we have when we 

are communicating with our family members? Our 

children, especially teens will mimic that attitude with 

us. If you find yourself asking, “I don’t know where 

he/she gets that attitude”, try looking in the mirror. 

The purpose of family life is to practice and encourage 

beatitudes that are kind and loving. Family life gives 

us 24 hours of opportunities each day to forgive and to 

challenge, to love and set boundaries, to teach and to 

learn, to give and to accept and most important to 

invite God to be the head of our family so we can learn 

from the best on how to practice heaven on earth. 

Enjoy the gift of family! 

Sunday Evening Youth Mass 
Next Sunday 

Next Sunday, February 13th, we will have a Youth 

Mass at 6pm. All ages are invited to pray the Mass 

with us as our Worship Band leads the music. Sleep in 

next Sunday and join us for 6pm Mass. 

Wednesday Youth Nights  
For All High School Youth 

Bring a friend and join us in the Bear’s Den every 

Wednesday from 6-8pm. If you can only come for a 

portion of the night that is fine. If the weather is 

frightful we will not meet. 

  
      Terry Ostlund, Youth Minister 
 314-566-8363 
 

“Precious Metals” Collection this week, 

February 5th and 6th.  

Thanks for your support! 

RCIA 
We meet every Monday evening at 7pm in the 

Cafeteria meeting room. All parishioners or guests are 
invited to sit in on any of our sessions when the topic 
being discussed might interest them. 

Revised Upcoming Sessions: 
February   7 - Social Justice 
February 14 - Review of the Sacraments  
  Our Prayer Life 
February 21-  Christian Moral Living 
February 28 -  The Consistency of Life Ethics 
 The Dignity of Life 
March        7 - What is Lent 

OLQP Parish Email List 
Subscribe to our Parish Email List and receive: 

•Parish News 

•Event Calendar & Reminders 

•Death Notices 

•Holy Day & Holiday Mass Schedules 

•Event Cancellation Notices 

•Urgent Messages 

•And so much more! 

 

 It’s easy and safe to subscribe and unsubscribe.  

 

 This email list is for parochial use only and will not 

be sold or shared with anyone! 

Go to www.olqpparish.org and submit your 
name and email address in the form on the bottom 

of the home page  

OR 
Email your name and email address to:  

frbeighlie@olqpparish.org 

Moments in LifeMoments in LifeMoments in LifeMoments in Life    
There are moments in life when you miss There are moments in life when you miss There are moments in life when you miss There are moments in life when you miss 

someone so much that you just want to pick someone so much that you just want to pick someone so much that you just want to pick someone so much that you just want to pick 
them from your dreams and hug them for real.them from your dreams and hug them for real.them from your dreams and hug them for real.them from your dreams and hug them for real.    
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Stephen Ministry 
   A Stephen Minister is a parishioner 

who is trained to listen, care, encourage, 

pray and walk alongside you during 

difficult times. They are there to perform 

a caring process, to listen and care, not to try to “fix 

things” or push for results. They are the care givers, 

God is the cure giver. It’s confidential, free and very 

helpful. To learn how you can receive care please call 

Margaret, 314-223-8751.  All calls and sessions are 

confidential.   

     God bless you! 

St. Vincent De Paul  
Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread 
  When we pray the Our Father, we ask God to 

provide our food. The majority of us receive 

sufficient food, others do not. We can be our 

Father’s instrument by providing “bread” for 

the needy. You do this by your donations to our St. 

Vincent de Paul Poor Box.  

Parish CornerParish CornerParish CornerParish Corner    
Every week a different organization is featured in the 

bulletin. The following week they have representatives  
in the Church lobby to talk about their organization 
and sign up potential members.  
 

Finance Committee 
The Finance Committee most often meets once a 

month with Father. We coordinate with the Parish 

Council and the School Board as a means to help Father 

oversee the overall financial reporting and budgets for 

the parish. 

We work with the Pastor to see that his priorities are 

being met and that the Parish remains financially 

viable. We are headed towards making improvements 

to our campus which we will all benefit from for many 

years to come. 

If you have any interest in helping shape the future 

of our parish and would like to get involved with the 

Finance Committee call the Parish Office, 671-3062.         

Cor Jesu Academy  
First Semester Honor Roll 

Congratulations  
  High Honors   

Abbie Skaggs,  
daughter of Eddie and Missy 

Caitlyn Stephan, 
daughter of Scott and Krista 

CHILDREN'S VIEWS ON ANGELSCHILDREN'S VIEWS ON ANGELSCHILDREN'S VIEWS ON ANGELSCHILDREN'S VIEWS ON ANGELS    

"It's not easy to become an angel! First, you die... 

Then you go to heaven, and then there's still the 

flight training to go through. And then you got to 

agree to wear those angel clothes." - Matthew, 9 

  "I only know the names of two angels: Hark and 

Harold." - Gregory, 5 

  "Everybody's got it all wrong. Angels don't wear 

halos anymore. I forget why, but scientists know all 

about it now." - Olive, 9 

  "Angels don't eat, but they drink milk from holy 

cows." -Scooter, 6 

  "Angels talk all the way while they're flying you up 

to heaven. The basic message is where you went 

wrong before you got dead." - Daniel,7 

  "When an angel gets mad, he takes a deep breath 

and counts to ten, and when he lets out his breath, 

somewhere there's a tornado." - Regan,5 

  "Angels live in cloud houses made by God and his 

son, who's a very good carpenter."  Jared, 8 
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Knights Recruitment Drive 

February 12th and 13th 
The Knights of Columbus will be conducting The    

Bishops Blast Recruitment Drive after Masses on         

February 12th and 13th. There will be Knights in the 

Church lobby handing out Knights literature and they 

will be happy to answer any questions that anyone 

might have about the Knights of Columbus. The 

Knights of   Columbus is a Catholic Men's Organization 

that does charitable work in the community and also 

helps their Parish.  

Lay Eucharistic Conference 

“Let Us Meet Jesus in Adoration” 

Saturday, March 19, 9am-2pm 
The Lay Eucharistic Conference sponsored by 

Archbishop’s Committee for Eucharistic Adoration is at 
St. Raymond, 931 Lebanon. Registration begins at 8am.  
Presenters: Archbishop Robert J. Carlson and           

Reverend Kristian Teater, Spiritual Theology - Kenrick 
Glennon Seminary.  
Registration fee is $25 per person (this includes              

conference, lunch and refreshments). Fee must be      
received by Friday, March 11. Send name, address,    
telephone and email address, along with a check made 
payable to: Archbishop’s Committee for Eucharistic 
Adoration, 6603 Christopher Drive, St Louis MO 63129.  
Interpretation for the deaf and hearing impaired. For 

more information contact Mary or Rose, 314-846-8207 
ext. 200.  

Marriage Preparation Program 
“Today and All the Days of Your Life” 
This program is for engaged couples and will fulfill 

the Archdiocese requirement for a marriage preparation 

program. The program will be offered starting February 

13 and last through March 6, 2011 from 6:00 to 9:00pm. 

The sessions will be facilitated by Deacon Tom and 

Margaret Gerling. To register or for more information 

please call Linda, 671-3062, at the Parish office. 

Note: There is a cost of $25.00 for the program. 

Winter Bible Study 
Winter Bible Study group is meeting in the Cafeteria 

meeting room at 7:00pm  every Thursday. The session 

will meet for 10 weeks and the topic will be the Gospel 

of Matthew. If anyone is interested please call the Parish 

office, 671-3062,  or e-mail me at 

frbeighlie@olqpparish.org so we know the number of 
copies to print. 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 

Valentine’s Day Dinner/Dance 

Join us in this Celebration of Love 

Saturday, February 12 
We will begin the evening with 5pm 

Mass and a renewal of marriage vows. 

Dinner and dancing will follow at the 

Knights of Columbus Hall.  

Tickets are $40 per couple and go on 

sale this weekend after Mass. The 

ticket price includes dinner, beer, soda and wine. 

We are looking forward to an evening of fun and fel-

lowship as we celebrate and give thanks for the love in 

our lives. Talk to your friends and reserve a table now. 

Hope you can join us.  

For more information email Tom at                                  

tlakin6403@gmail.com or René at heibeck1@msn.com 

BINGOBINGOBINGOBINGO    
Knights of Columbus HallKnights of Columbus HallKnights of Columbus HallKnights of Columbus Hall    

Every Friday Night Every Friday Night Every Friday Night Every Friday Night     
Doors open at 4:30pmDoors open at 4:30pmDoors open at 4:30pmDoors open at 4:30pm    
Bingo starts 6:45pmBingo starts 6:45pmBingo starts 6:45pmBingo starts 6:45pm    
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Seven Days of InspirationSeven Days of InspirationSeven Days of InspirationSeven Days of Inspiration    

Take one a day…Take one a day…Take one a day…Take one a day…    

and feel great all week!and feel great all week!and feel great all week!and feel great all week!    

    

Why let doubt dragWhy let doubt dragWhy let doubt dragWhy let doubt drag    

you down when you can you down when you can you down when you can you down when you can     

let hope lift you up?let hope lift you up?let hope lift you up?let hope lift you up?    

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

Your dreams are waiting.Your dreams are waiting.Your dreams are waiting.Your dreams are waiting.    

Start living them today!Start living them today!Start living them today!Start living them today!    

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

Positive thinking makesPositive thinking makesPositive thinking makesPositive thinking makes    

positive things happen!positive things happen!positive things happen!positive things happen!    

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

Success happens oneSuccess happens oneSuccess happens oneSuccess happens one    

good habit at a time.good habit at a time.good habit at a time.good habit at a time.    

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

You have the power toYou have the power toYou have the power toYou have the power to    

change your life change your life change your life change your life     

for the better.for the better.for the better.for the better.    

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

There is no limit toThere is no limit toThere is no limit toThere is no limit to    

how much love and joyhow much love and joyhow much love and joyhow much love and joy    

a heart can hold.a heart can hold.a heart can hold.a heart can hold.    

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

Tomorrow will bringTomorrow will bringTomorrow will bringTomorrow will bring    

good things.good things.good things.good things.    

Welcome to Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish 
We rejoice to have you with us, whether a long-time resident or newly arrived in our parish! Please fill 

out this form and return it to the Parish Office or place it in the Sunday collection basket if you would like 
to be a registered member of our parish. If you have recently changed your status, married, moved out of 
your parents’ home or graduated from college, you need to re-register. Please help us keep our records in 
order. 
 
 
Name____________________________________ Address____________________________________  

 

City________________________________  Phone_________________  # of people registering__________  

 

Email____________________________ 

Please circle one:   New Registration   Address or phone number change Moving out of parish        

Permanent Diaconate  

Information Night 
On Tuesday March 1st  and on Thursday March 10th, 

the Office of the Permanent Diaconate will be holding 
an informational meeting for men who are interested in 
exploring the possibility of a vocation in Permanent 
Diaconate.  Interested men are invited to attend one of 
the sessions which will be held in the Auditorium at 
the Cardinal Rigali Center starting at 7pm. Wives of 
interested men are strongly encouraged to attend. For 
more information or to reserve a spot at the meeting, 
please contact the Office of the Permanent Diaconate at 
314-792-7431.  

WOMEN'S MAGNIFICAT  

PRAYER BREAKFAST  
Saturday, March 26, 9-noon  

The Prayer Breakfast will be at the Cardinal Rigali 
Center, 20 Archbishop May Dr. Come hear the 
testimony of Sr. Charlotte Struckhoff, OSF, on 
"Courage to Pray." She is currently working in the 
Healing and Deliverance Ministry of the Catholic 
Renewal Center of the Archdiocese of St. Louis  as well 
as Jonah Team training for parishes. To register or for 
more information, call 314-427-7786 or email 
janeguenther@archstl.org. $15.00 includes a hot 
breakfast.   
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February 6, 2011 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“Thus says the Lord: Share your bread with the hungry, 
shelter the oppressed and the homeless;”              Isaiah 58:7 
  No matter how busy we are or how tight our budget 
might be, we are all called to have compassion for 
those who are less fortunate than us. We hear these 
instructions in both the Old and New Testament. In 
fact, Jesus tells us that we will be judged by how well 
we reach out to those who were hungry, thirsty, 
homeless, sick, grieving or in need of our compassion 
in any way. 

Absent from the body present with our Lord. 

In your kindness pray for the repose of the soul 
Oscar Buchheit, husband of Dorothy Buchheit 
May God welcome him home, fill him with peace,  

and bless those who will miss him. 

SUNDAY OFFERING 
Our Gifts to God and Parish Last Week 

257 Envelopes Used 
 
Special Collections 
St. Louis Review $                  299.00 
St. Vincent de Paul $                    25.00  
    

New Building Fund  
Lavender Envelopes  $                2,770.00 
Total Received to date $        686,993.28 

 
Offertory 
Sunday Envelopes  $           10,659.00 
Sunday Loose  $                539.00 
Above and Beyond  $               15.00 
First Offering  $                   45.00  
Total Offertory                                 $              11,258.00 
Offertory Goal                                      $             13,699.00              
Thank you for your generosity. 
 

As of January 31, 2011 
Contributions Year To Date $  375,762.89 
Projected Year to Date Budget            $          424,669.00             

 
Script Gift Cards 
Sales  $              1,615.00         
Profits/tuition reduction $                   99.72 
 
Script gift cards are available in the Parish Office from 
8am to 4:30pm Monday through Friday and every 
weekend after Mass. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Our next Eucharistic Adoration is 

Wednesday, February 23 
From 1:00pm – 8:00pm. 

Congratulations on Upcoming Marriage: 
Stacy Blase ~ Benjamin Henning 

OLQP ~ February 26, 2011 

2010 Contribution Statement 
If you would like a 2010 Contribution 

statement please send a note (marked 
“Linda”) to the Parish office, put it in the 
collection basket or call the Parish office,   
671-3062.  Thank you so much. 

St. Louis Review SubscriptionSt. Louis Review SubscriptionSt. Louis Review SubscriptionSt. Louis Review Subscription    
Please let the Parish office know (yes or no) if you 

wish to receive the St. Louis Review.  If you do not    
receive the envelope packet (which has the envelope 
provided) you may write a note (with your name and 
address) and add it to the collection basket stating 
“yes” or “no” for the Review.  Thank you so much for 
your cooperation. 
     Linda 
     Parish office 

StewardshipStewardshipStewardshipStewardship    
Start with PrayerStart with PrayerStart with PrayerStart with Prayer    
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Parish ActivitiesParish ActivitiesParish ActivitiesParish Activities 
Mon Feb  7 PSR, 6:15-7:30pm 
  RCIA, 7pm, Cafeteria meeting room 
  Rosary for Peace, 7:30pm,  Church 
Tues Feb  8 Devotions after 8am Mass 
  Quilters, 9am - 3pm, 6 - 8:30pm, Activity 

Center  
  Liturgy Meeting, 4pm, Rectory 
  Parish Council, 7pm, Rectory 
  “Church History” class, 7-8:30pm, 

Cafeteria meeting room 
Wed Feb  9 Youth Night, 6-8pm, Bear’s Den 
Thurs Feb 10 Choir Practice, 7pm, Church 
  Winter Bible Study, 7pm, Cafeteria 

meeting room 
Sun  Feb 13 Children’s Liturgy of the Word during 

9:30 Mass, Cafeteria 
  Youth Mass, 6pm, Church  

Mass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass IntentionsMass Intentions    
Mon Feb  7 8:00am Wally & Geneva Freihaut 

Intentions 
Tues Feb  8 8:00am Viola Wilfong 
Wed Feb  9 8:00am Otto Riney 
Thurs Feb 10 8:00am Jim & Michael Jahnsen 
Fri Feb 11 8:00am Rosalie Pinson 
Sat Feb 12 5:00pm Lance Rutter  
Sun Feb 13 7:30am Alice Nahlik 
  9:30am Josephine Blecha 
  11:30am People of the Parish 
                        6:00pm  Lottie Lee 

ProclaimersProclaimersProclaimersProclaimers    
    5:00 pm Barb & Joe Nenninger 
 7:30 am Vicki De Long, Dave Mills 
 9:30 am Margaret Gerling, Helen Salamone 
 11:30 am Ernie Bradow, Maria Webb 

Special Ministers of the EucharistSpecial Ministers of the EucharistSpecial Ministers of the EucharistSpecial Ministers of the Eucharist    
 5:00 pm Margaret Bottchen, Christine Camden, 
  *Donna Clifton, Bev Gregory, M. Turek, 
  *Ralph Munzlinger, Sandy Munzlinger 
    7:30 am *Gerald Bachmann, Ken Bohnert, Patsy Boyer, 
  Andrea Lawson, Ann Riley, *Joyce Stenger, 
  Shirley Tenny 
 9:30 am Dale Andrews, Tom Broadbent, Carol Delue, 
  Mary Copeland, Bruce Gallion, *Pat Hoskins, 
  *Barb Perez, Jan Schultheiss 
 11:30 am Debbie Cleek, Angie Ecker, *Tom Mattingly, 
  Barb Oppelz, Denise & Rich Ortmann,  
  *Len Reinhardt 

* You are responsible to clean the vessels after Mass 

ServersServersServersServers    
 5:00 pm Madison Becnel, Rose Haug, John Myers 
 7:30 am Jordan Duff, Z. Morlock, Sabrina Otzenberger 
 9:30 am Hannah Mraz, Hanna Osborne, K. Queen 
 11:30 am Allie & Nicholas Gal, Claire Webb 

UshersUshersUshersUshers    
 5:00 pm Larry Bottchen, Bill Clifton, Arnie Lohbeck,  
  Richard Rousseau, Helen Stewart, Katie Tutass 
 7:30 am Carl Boyer, Robert De Long, Wally Freihaut, 
  Ted Hempen, Steve Morlock, Vince Rocchio 
 9:30 am Terry Filicsky, Ray Graf, Butch Mattingly, 
  Sam Pierceall, Ralph Schultheiss, Ron Williams 
 11:30 am Gary Freihaut, Michael Harris, John Holmes, 
  Kevin Huss, Paul McDonnell, Andy Nappier 

February 11 
Donna O’Malley, 
Theresa Haug, 
and Judy Mottert 

February 12th and 13thFebruary 12th and 13thFebruary 12th and 13thFebruary 12th and 13th    

Please pray for  those who are ill 
(parishioners are in bold)  

Jackie Nappier Andy Nappier 
Vince Ferrara Gerry Schroeder 
Augie Hoeft Mary Copeland 
Debbie O’Brien  
 
John Ostlund, son of Pete and Terry Ostlund 
Buck Thomas, husband of Donna Thomas 

Tom Brooks, relative of Greenwell, Johnson &  

                     Williams family 

Alyssa and Ashlyn Stark, granddaughters of  

                    Jim and Judy Winfrey  
Kay Oestman, sister of Maureen Turney 

Allen Chott, nephew of Judy Mottert 

Dorothy Langan, mother of Jane Saggio 

Tracy Musselwhite, niece of Lynette Rawlins 

Rachel Preston, granddaughter of Lynette Rawlins 

Jimmy Rawlins, son of Lynette Rawlins 

Dave Haig, friend of Ken and Jan DeClue 

Shirley Hussey, sister-in-law of Cathy Eimer 

Louise Gunter, mother of Lynette Rawlins 

 
~ the homebound, shut-ins of the parish and all in 
nursing homes. To add a name please call the 
Parish Office, 671-3062. Names will be removed 
after 3 weeks. 
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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Cycle A    
 

  

  
 

 

THEME:  Choose life.   

A constant theme throughout scripture is the conviction 

that we are free to choose, free to choose to love God 

and each other or to choose to pursue isolated and 

selfish interests.  We are free to choose liveliness, 

connectedness with the world around us and our 

brothers and sisters with whom we share God’s 

creation, or to be dead to one another.  This theme 

pervades narrative traditions, legal pronouncements, 

the writings of the prophets, the Gospel stories of Jesus 

and the letters of Paul.  The choice is ours.  Choose 

life. 

 

 
 

 

THE READINGS: 
FIRST READING:  Sirach 15:15-20 

The first reading, from the Book of Sirach, comes from 

very late in the formation of the Old Testament, from a 

time when Wisdom had come to be identified with 

God’s word, especially His word in the Torah.  These 

words, from the Book of Sirach, are reminiscent of the 

words of Moses to the people in Deuteronomy and 

Joshua’s great address to the people at the end of the 

story of Israel’s taking the land.  A driving force in all 

the Torah is that all which God does for His people, He 

does to give us freedom, freedom to serve him.  We do 

not have a God who coerces devotion, but a God who 

loves first and invites us to love in return.  For the writer 

of Sirach, this is God’s Wisdom, a wisdom we can 

learn, embrace, and live.  To recognize that we are 

loved and to choose to love in return, that is to choose 

liveliness; that is to choose life. 

 

 

SECOND READING:  I Corinthians 2:6-10 

The second reading is taken from Paul’s First Letter to 

the Corinthians.  Wisdom and learning was a critical 

issue in the Corinthian community and divisions grew in 

the Church depending on whose presentation of 

Wisdom people chose to follow.  Against these claims 

of wisdom, Paul preached the Wisdom of God and 

God’s Wisdom centered on Christ crucified, a stumbling 

block for the Jews and pure folly for the Gentiles.  Yet, 

God’s wisdom was about love and sacrifice for the sake 

of others; it entailed setting aside what appears to be 

wise and prudent by worldly standards for the sake of 

commonality and community, being one in Jesus Christ 

who makes us one with our God.  Real glory and 

power, in Paul’s teaching, isn’t about following strict 

precepts of the law, but about following a way of love 

and service that fulfills the spirit of God’s will for His 

people.  Therein lies wisdom; therein lies life. 
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GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 15:17-37 

The Gospel reading from Matthew is a continuation of 

the Sermon on the Mount.  This block of material in 

Matthew shows definite signs of having been 

influenced by Israel’s Wisdom Traditions.  Today’s 

reading begins the Great Antitheses (You have 

heard… but I say to you…)  The key idea in the Gospel 

reading comes in the words, “Unless your 

righteousness surpasses that of the Scribes and 

Pharisees, you will not enter the Kingdom of Heaven.”   

Matthew’s Gospel presents Jesus primarily as a 

teacher, a teacher like the Pharisees, the heirs of 

Israel’s Wisdom traditions, a teacher like Moses, the 

giver of the Law, but more.  As God’s son, as 

Emmanuel (God with us), Jesus differs from the 

Pharisees who regularly cited the authority of Rabbis of 

old.  He teaches on His own authority (… but I say to 

you…)  He teaches, not a set of precepts to be 

followed, but a way of righteousness, a way of working 

for right relationships.  He teaches a way that demands 

freedom, that demands understanding, that demands 

choosing how to live to fulfill all righteousness, to 

maintain all right relationships.  The material in the 

Great Antitheses is drawn from Israel’s legal traditions, 

several of the statements coming from the Ten 

Commandments.  These are presented as guides 

setting people on a path, giving them a direction, not as 

ends in themselves.  These guides are timeless – not 

one letter will pass away, but they are timeless in 

setting an ever valid direction that each generation, 

each person in each generation must decide how to 

travel.  We can choose life. 
 

 

FOR REFLECTION: 
• The Exodus story and the events at Sinai begin a 

 theme that runs through Scripture that God frees 

 us to serve Him.  If God gives me freedom to 

 serve, how free am I really?  How do I understand 

 "freedom to serve?" 

 

• In what ways is choosing not to love a choosing of 

 death?  If I choose not to love, how are others 

 dead to me?  If I choose not to love, how am I

 dead to others? 

 

• To paraphrase Paul, to be powerless is to be  

 powerful.  When am I most powerless?  When I 

 am powerless, how do I make sense out of Paul's 

 seeming contradiction?  In what does real power 

 consist?  Do I have this power? 

 

• How do I understand the Ten Commandments, 

 the Laws of the Church, Christian moral and social 

 teaching?  What path do these teachings set me 

 on?  Can I be sure that I am doing what is right 

 and good simply by keeping the commandments?  

 What responsibility do I have to decide for myself 

 what is right and good? 

 

• These notes have stressed that we can choose 

 life.  What, exactly, does that mean to me?  Is my 

 ability to choose life a matter of individual choice 

 or does it involve more?  Does it involve 

 community?  
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