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Easter Sunday, April 16, 2017  
 
Dear Faithful of the Archdiocese of St. Louis,  
 
I offer to you my deepest greetings of joy and peace on the Solemnity of the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ – Happy Easter!  
 
Easter is to the Church year what Sunday is to each week – a highlight of rest and rejoicing. Its vivid symbols of 
fire, water and exultant song remind us that Christ has overcome sin and death. Because of that we know, in the 
words of Pope Francis, that when everything is said and done, we are infinitely loved by God.  
 
Let us pray that the light of Christ will shine in our hearts this Easter, and reach out to others through us. We know 
that our Savior lives. Let us share with others the joy of knowing that they are loved by God!  
 
I ask that you keep in mind that the Archbishop’s Easter Appeal for Retired Priests is today. You know how  
generously the retired priests served you, and how you counted on them. Now, in turn, they count on you, and are 
grateful for your generous support and prayers.  
 
I pray these are days of blessing for you and your loved ones.  
 
Sincerely yours in Christ,  

 
 
 

Most Reverend Robert J. Carlson  
Archbishop of  St. Louis 

PARISH WORKDAY 
Thank you to all that came out to help with the 
parish  work day on Saturday, April 1st. Thank you 
to Bonacker Farms for donaƟng mulch and to Jim 
Althoff for delivering it. Also thank you to the Faith 
Seekers group for providing breakfast and lunch. 
Your help is greatly  appreciated. 
 

Birthright Mother’s Day Cards...The Pro 
Life committee will have Mother’s Day Cards from 
Birthright this year, beginning the week after 
Easter. The cards will be located in the Church 
lobby. When you take a card, you area asked to 
send a donation to Birthright to support their  
mission to assist women experiencing unplanned 
pregnancies. 



Seven Days of Inspiration 
Take one a day… 

and feel great all week! 
 

Day 1 
Start everyday 

with a positive thought! 
 

Day 2 
Your thoughtfulness 

does not go unnoticed. 
 

Day 3 
Everywhere you go there 

are angels in disguise. 
 

Day 4 
Friends are relatives 

you make for yourself! 
 

Day 5 
Sometimes, someone says 

something so small, but it just  
fits the empty space in our heart. 

 
Day 6 

Just when we need it most, 
God sends us a sign that 

we are not alone. 
 

Day 7 
You have the “caring” gene! 
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Daughters of Isabella 
Semi-Annual Tailgate/Garage Sale 

Saturday April 29, 8am - 2pm 
Our Lady Queen of Peace Church  

Lower Parking Lot 
 

Spaces available-Outside $15.00 with  
reservations-$20 day of sale.  

Inside spaces $25/$30.   
 

Pecans will be available inside. Clean out  
your basement, garage, or attic. Raise  

money for your organization or yourself. 
 

Lunch/Refreshments available. 
 

To reserve a space please call  
Jan, 636-671-9093 or  

Debbie, 636-399-2066/314-603-3919 

Retreat at IL Ritiro  
Sunday, April 30, 2017 

 
Title:  “The Healing Power of Forgiveness” 
Presenter:  Frederick Hermann 
Time:  10:00am – 3:00pm 
          (Mass 10:00am – Optional) 
Place:  IL Ritiro Franciscan Retreat Center 
           7935 St. Francis Lane; P.O. Box 38 
           Dittmer, MO  63023 
 
For information:  Call: 636-274-0554;  
www.il-ritiro.org or email il.ritiro@gmail.com 

SENIOR CITIZEN PROM 2017 
Join us for A Night Under the Arch  
April 22nd from 5:30 ‐ 8:30pm 
Northwest High School 
 
An annual event hosted by Northwest Student Council 
inviƟng our community to an evening filled with dinner 
and dancing. 
 
For more informaƟon, Contact Lana Romaine, 
636‐274‐0555 ext. 18148. 



Stewardship  
Start With Prayer... 

“Set your minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth.”              Colossians 3:2  

Do you put God first in all things? Possessions, 
money, power, ego can easily become gods to 
many of us. Do a quick check of what is important 
to you. Is God at the very top of the list? If not, 
your priorities need to be re-adjusted. Don’t let 
earthly things become a god before God. 

Absent from the body, present with the Lord. 
We offer sympathy and the assurance of 

our prayers to the family of  
 

Sarah Hughes, mother of Tom Hughes 
 

Harold Clifton, cousin of Thom/Angie Ecker 
 

Jeff Hahn, husband of Michelle Hahn 

Our Gifts to God and Parish 
830 registered members 

220 online, loose and envelopes used this week 
Thank you for your generosity!!! 

Special Collections 
Archbishop’s Easter Appeal .................. $35.00 
Catholic Home Missions ...................... $483.76 
Catholic Relief Services ....................... $48.00 
Eastern European ............................... $10.00 
Holy Land .......................................... $25.00 
 
New Building Fund ................. $776,625.53 
 
Offertory 
Sunday Loose ................................... $530.50 
Sunday Envelopes ........................ $12,263.55 
Online Giving ................................. $3,185.00 
Parish Enrichment ............................. $359.00 
Total Offertory ........................ $$16,338.05 
Weekly Offertory Goal .............. $13,900.00 
 
As of April 2, 2017 
Contributions Year To Date .... $514,459.29 
Projected Year to Date ........... $556,000.00 
 
On-Line Giving ~ You can be part of On-Line Giving by 
going to www.olqpparish.org/payment.htm. 
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Parish Website and Electronic Giving 
Help You Stay Connected 
Easter is a wonderful time for us. In addition to 
the very special meaning of the liturgical  
celebration, we are always happy to see so many 
parishioners whose schedules may not allow them 
to attend Mass at our parish on a regular basis. If 
you are one of those who cannot visit our parish 
as much as you like, you might want to check out 
our website at www.olqpparish.org. There you will 
find the weekly bulletin, calendar and  
schedules, and quick contacts. You will also find 
an Online Giving link, “Online contributions and 
payments” under “Payments and Donations” at 
the top of the page. Our online giving program 
allows parishioners to continue to support the  
parish even when they are out-of-town, too busy 
to remember an envelope, working weekends, or 
attending Mass at another parish. If you would 
like to learn more about this easy, safe, and  
secure way of giving, please contact Jan in the 
parish office, 636-671-3062, or follow the simple 
instructions found on the website.  

“Protecting God’s Children” Workshop 
Thursday, April 27, 7pm, Cafeteria 
There is a link called “information on the Safe  
Environment Program” on the home page of our 
website, olqpparish.org. It will tell you how to  
register for the class on Virtus. Any questions or 
for more information please contact Bev on  
Fridays, 636-671-3062, or email 
bev.gregory@olqpparish.org. 
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Mass Intentions 
Weekday Masses 
April 17   8:00 am   Anna Ade 
April 18   8:00 am   Geraldine Schmidt 
April 19   8:00 am   Otto M. Ottiger 
April 20   8:00 am   Sylvia Czapla 
April 21   8:00 am   Special Intention 
 
Saturday - April 22 
5:00 pm - Ken Jahnsen  
 
Sunday - April 23 
  7:30 am - C. Finn Sheehan 
  9:30 am -  People of the Parish 
11:30 am -  Alice Boeger 

Liturgical Ministers 

Eucharistic Ministers                                       *cleans the vessels 

*Ralph Munzlinger 

*KaƟe Tutass  

Shirley Tenny 

Jan Hussman 

Sharon Alderson 

 

*Marie Strayhorn 

*Mary Bjornstad 

Ruth Haen 

Tom Johnson 

Ken Bohnert 

*Trish Guethle 

*Joanne David 

ChrisƟne Camden 

John Boyd 

Al Schuld 

Jeff Grimes 

*Angie Tarter 

*Sue Wichern 

Don Moeller 

Denise WiƩ 

Angie Ecker 

Proclaimers 

Bev Gregory 

Al Schuld 

 

Rich Ortmann 

Jim England 

Tim Webb 

Maria Webb 

Judy Janos 

Thom Ecker 

Servers 

Christopher Anderson 

DuƩon Cooper 

Brendan Kohler 

Alexis Poulsen 

Mason Pohlmann 

Sabrina Painter 

Lily Shaffrey 

Sophia Surdyke 

Rebecca Sudholt 

Nate Robinson 

Lexi Schmidt 

Savanna Stagner 

Ushers 

Ben Slodkowski 

Bart Heinzer 

Jeff Heibeck 

Dixie GarreƩ 

Dave Mills 

Darleen Allmeroth 

Jeff Eschbach 

Larry Lammert Jr. 

Ted Hempen 

Jerry Terry 

Butch Maƫngly 

Lou Bartoloni 

Ralph Munzlinger 

Ralph Schultheiss 

Tom Broadbent 

Tim Diffey 

Jerry Sheets 

Dale Sudholt 

Mary Buckey 

CrisƟna Duncan 

Jennifer Younkins 

Fran Davis 

Gary Freihaut 

Rebecca Mose 

Please pray for those who are ill (parishioners are in bold)  
 

If you cannot come to Church because of an illness, please be sure  
to notify the Parish Office, 636-671-3062, so we might minister to you  

either at home, in the hospital or nursing care facility. 
 

 Wally Freihaut Lois Haug  Paul McDonnell  Fran Mills              
 Tom Gerling   Luana Wunderlich Christine Dower Marie Stonecypher  
 Katie Tutass 
    
Dave Landers, brother-in-law of Bernie/Angie Henning      Tamara Mattingly, former parishioner  
Edward Rabbit Sr., father of Tammy Groppe      Bertha Gerling, mother of Deacon Tom     
Zillard Ingrum, father of Cheryl Brinker       Jan Snopke, cousin of Jan Sankey       
Mike Menne Jr., friend of Jan Sankey       Ron Darnell, brother of Chyree de Roode      
Susan Lohman Family, daughter of Phyllis Smith     Rosemary Cole, sister of Leo Bequette 
Cathy Hacker Casteel, friend of Joanne David      Domenic Oppelz, grandson of Bill and Barb Oppelz 
Hayden Rector, great granddaughter of Ron/Betty Oermann       
    
~those serving in the military, the homebound, shut-ins of the parish and all in nursing homes. To add a name 
please call the Parish Office, 671-3062. Names will be removed after 3 weeks or as space permits. 

Thank You For Cleaning Church 

April 21 
Joanne Fehling 

Geralyn Peterson 
Janet Mertensmeyer 

Rhonda Malin 
Marie PraƩ  

Saturday 

April 22 

5:00 pm 

Sunday 

April 23 

7:30 am 

Sunday 

April 23 

9:30 am 

Sunday 

April 23 

11:30 am 



Second Sunday of Easter 
Cycle A 

 

 
  
  

THEME:  In joy, we embrace our call. 
The Liturgy of the Easter Season explores and celebrates 
growing resurrection faith and what it means to live that 
resurrection faith.  Throughout the season, the first 
reading is regularly taken from Acts of the Apostles, 
Luke’s ideal picture of what the believing community can 
be when it is open to the guidance of the Spirit and lives 
its commitment to Jesus.  
  
THE READINGS: 
FIRST READING:  Acts 2:42-47 
The reading from Acts of Apostles comes from early in 
the book.  After narrative developments, Luke regularly 
includes summary statements and today’s reading is the 
first such summary in Acts.  Luke’s story of the early 
Church begins with the Ascension followed by the 
disciples’ return to Jerusalem where they find a 
replacement for Judas.  Luke’s implication is clear:  the 
believing community must make up what is lacking in its 
midst in order to be fully open to the direction of the Spirit. 
When this is accomplished, Luke narrates the story of the 
coming of the Spirit at Pentecost and its immediate 
aftermath.  Peter takes up his preaching ministry and the 
number of believers begins to grow.  Today’s reading 
from Acts provides closure for this first part of Luke’s story 
of the early Church. 
The teaching and healing ministry of Jesus continues in 

the early Church.  The first believers devoted themselves 
to the teaching of the Apostles and witnessed the signs 
and wonders done through them.  They shared in the 
Eucharist, the Breaking of the Bread, and in prayer.  They 
shared in a communal life and met each others needs.   
We are a believing community, a community formed by 
resurrection faith.  We are fed on the teaching of Christian 
tradition and on the Bread of Life in the Eucharist.  We are 
a people called to form community and within that 
community to look out for the needs of each other.  In this 
we, like the disciples of old, continue to do what Jesus 
did. 

 
SECOND READING:  I Peter 1:3-9 
The second reading is taken from the First Letter of 
Peter.  In general, the First Letter of Peter is a word of 
encouragement to the newly baptized to persevere in the 
face of hardship and persecution.  These ideas are clearly 
evident in today’s reading.  Those addressed by the letter 
have experienced new birth (baptism) and through the 
resurrection embrace a new life, a new hope.  Eternal life 
with God is held out before them as the final goal of their 
Christian life, but the reality of the present moment is not 
ignored.  There are trials and difficulties in the present 
moment – for the original audience of the letter, even 
actual persecution because of their faith.  Perseverance in 
the face of such trials is the key to living into the promised 
life of salvation. 
While this passage can speak directly to Christians 
throughout the world today who are experiencing hardship 
and persecution for the sake of their faith, encouraging 
perseverance in the face of trial, it also speaks to all 
Christians who, enlivened by Easter Faith, must await the 
final fulfillment of God’s design and live in the midst of a 
world where poverty and injustice impact members of the 
believing community, where life is supported through hard 
work, where economic and social conditions are less than 
ideal.  The believing community, even though not directly 
persecuted, can find itself wondering whether the new life 
of baptism that we share makes any real difference in the 
world, whether resurrection faith is alive and effective.  In 
these situations, the First Letter of Peter offers the advice 
to persevere.  It encourages us to face the reality that the 
story is not yet over, that more is to come, that there is a 
road ahead into deeper resurrection faith and a deeper 
experience of God’s salvation.  In the face of problems, 
the First Letter of Peter encourages all Christians not to 
lose heart. 

Our Lady Queen of Peace ~ House Springs, MO                  10                Easter Sunday ~ April 16, 2017 



GOSPEL READING:  John 20:19-31 
The Gospel reading, common to the Second Sunday of 
Easter in all three cycles, is John’s story of the “Doubting 
Thomas.”  Jesus’ ultimate mission was to effect salvation 
and eternal life through the forgiveness of sin.  The 
commission of the disciples to carry on this mission in 
John is reserved until after the resurrection itself.  In 
Matthew, the commission was given to Peter in response 
to his confession of Jesus’ true identity just prior to Jesus’ 
final journey to Jerusalem.  Resurrection appearances, in 
all the Gospels, serve to highlight the role and 
responsibilities of the believing community in the light of 
resurrection faith.  The believing community is to continue 
the mission of Jesus – in this case by continuing to offer 
salvation through the forgiveness of sin.  To be forgiving 
and a means of God’s mercy to others is what we are 
called to do in the light of the faith that forms us as a 
community. 
The remainder of the story concerns Thomas, his initial 
absence at Jesus’ first appearance, his reluctance to 
believe, his need for concrete evidence.  Typical 
approaches to this story highlight the contrast between 
Thomas, one of the original Apostles who was so 
reluctant to believe, and later believers who were 
convinced even though they had not personally heard or 
seen Jesus.  Some scholars have even suggested a 
certain polemic in the story directed against developing 
Gnostic tendencies, as evidenced in the Gospel of 
Thomas, and see a denigration of Thomas against the 
more orthodox John.  Such approaches, it seems to me, 
depart from the logic and literary artistry of the story 
itself.   
As readers of John’s Gospel story and as members of the 
believing community, we have just been commissioned to 
be forgiving.  This is a concomitant attribute of 
resurrection faith. Immediately we are confronted with the 
story of a fellow member of the community who is slow to 
believe and the initial reaction is to judge this person 
harshly, to immediately abandon our commission.  That 
cannot be.  The episode ends with what sounds like a 
summary conclusion for the whole Gospel story – and this 
may have been an original ending to John, supplemented 
later with a further resurrection appearance story set by 
the shore of the sea.  What we have to deal with, 
however, is the final form of the text of the canonical 
Gospel.  As the Gospel now stands, this is not the 
ending.  The mention of the words and works of Jesus 
that are recorded in the Gospel now function as an 
answer to Thomas, an answer to all who may be slow to 
believe, and as a resource for the believing community in 
carrying out our commission.  Herein lies concrete 
evidence, the story of our salvation, that can be used in 

bringing others to full resurrection faith, to a full and loving 
commitment to Jesus Christ that is so central in John’s 
Gospel.   
For the believing community, Easter is a reality.  Jesus is 
risen as He had said would happen.  While this is reason 
for rejoicing, the response of the Christian is not to be 
mere joy at what we have but an embracing of the 
commission to continue to do what Jesus did, to offer 
God’s love, mercy, forgiveness and salvation to all 
others.  In doing this we have the Gospel message and 
this is understood as Scripture, as God’s word in Jesus 
Christ, present and effective for us now, forming us, 
commissioning us, enlivening us.  Again, we are an 
Easter people and, as an Easter people, we are to be 
forgiving as Jesus was forgiving, we are to be revealing 
as Jesus was revealing, we are to be a means for others 
to enter into a loving relationship with the Father as Jesus 
was.    

  
FOR REFLECTION: 
 In what ways do you experience the presence and 

guidance of the Holy Spirit in your life?  How open are 
you to the guidance of the Holy Spirit? 

  
 For the community to be open to the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit, it must first make up what is lacking in its’ 
make-up.  What is lacking in our Christian 
community? How can we fill this lack?  How will filling 
the lack make us more open to the Holy Spirit? 

  
 What do I do to make sure that I am fed by the 

Christian tradition and the Bread of Life?  How does 
this lead me to continue to do what Jesus did? 

  
 The Easter story sounds a note of closure.  What 

Jesus came to accomplish is done.  But there is still 
along way for us to go to share eternal life with the 
Lord.  In what areas of my Christian life do I need to 
be more persevering?  Why is such perseverance 
difficult? 

 
 Where do I encounter a slowness to believe in people 

around me?  How easy is it for me to judge and 
dismiss these people?  What would help me to be 
more patient, more compassionate, more forgiving of 
those who seem to miss the heart of the Christian 
message?  
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