

















Pro Life Meeting : KX
You are Invited to Join the Pro-Life Committee : Geven Days of Ihspiration

A small group of parishioners are working to : Take one a day...
strengthen the Pro-Life movement at OLQP. If : and feel great all week!
you are looking for a way to participate in the :

Pro-Life movement, come join us at our next

meeting. We will meet at 12:30 on Sunday, Day 1
August 28, in the Cafeteria Meeting Room to :

make plans for the Pro-Life Prayer Chain in : It’s time to take
October. We hope to see you there! If you have : time fFor you!

questions, contact Donna Larson, 314-440-8865.

Day 2
People think the
world of you!

Day 3
Change someone’s future,

Prayer for Those Affected by the Floods
God of compassion,
You created a world for us
To know your love and peace.
Vet amidst the beauty of creation
We encounter pain and hurt
And forces beyond our control.
At times like this our hearts are shaken
And ache with sorrow

believe in them!

Day ¢

Friendship is like a
rainbow between two hearts!
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: Day 5
I : Joy is hot in things...
: : itisin us.
At the destruction of our (ives, : :
Homes and (tvelihoods. I
Hear our prayers for those affected by the floods 1
And for all those working :
To bring relief and fresh hope. 1
1
1
o

Amen

Day 6
Angels are always present!

Day 7
Today is a gift!

St. John Church Picnic (Imperial)

Saturday, Sept 10, 4 pm - 11 pm
Ttalian Dinner and Live Music BINGO....

Every Friday night

Sunday, September 11, 11 am - 8 pm Knights of Columbus Hall

Chicken Dinner (all you can eat)

Bluegrass Band, Adult beverages, Soft Drinks .
Kid Games and Inflatables, Cotton Candy, Country Doors Open at 4'_30 pm
Store, Ring Toss, Rifle and Quilt Raffles Bingo starts at 6:45 pm
And Much Morell

Everyone welcome!
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Has This Ever Happened To You?

As the ushers come forward to begin the offertory
collection process, you lean over and ask your
spouse if they have the envelope. They reply that
they left it on the table for you to put in your
pocket. Oops! No envelope to give this week! In
the rush of getting off to Church, we all forget the
envelope once in a while. Check out an easier way
to give. Go to www.olqgppariish.org/payment.htm.
It's simple! It's safe! And it keeps God at the top
of your giving list!

Something to ponder...

Do you spend as much time praYing about
things as You do talking about it?

Handyman Raffle

The cost is only $5.00 per ticket and you can win
8 hours of work from one of our talented
parishioners. Take a chance and get that project
you have been putting off around the house
finally done!

If anyone else is interested in donating their time
and talent to start up another similar raffle
(electrical, plumbing, yard work, etc., etc.) to
increase our emergency fund, please contact the
Parish Office, 636-671-3062.

General Handyman Raffle

Name

Phone

The cost is $5.00 per chance and when
. 100 tickets are sold we will draw a winner.
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Our Gifts to God and Parish

806 registered members
237 online, loose and envelopes used this week

Thank you for your generosity!!!

Special Collections

Latin America......coviiiiiiiiiiiie e $60.00
New Building Fund........ccccuuaee $773,933.53
Offertory

Sunday LOOSE ..cvviiiiiiiiiiiiicii e $455.50
Sunday Envelopes ........cccveeviiiinnnns $12,089.55
Online GiVINg ...vviviieiiiiieieaes $1,605.00
Parish Enrichment ........oovivvviviiinnnnnns $127.00
Total Offertory....ccccecvievierinnnnnans $14,277.05
Weekly Offertory Goal .............. $13,900.00

As of August 16, 2016
Contributions Year To Date....... $87,859.26
Projected Year to Date ............. $97,300.00

On-Line Giving ~ You can be part of On-Line Giving by
going to www.olqgpparish.org/payment. htm.

Stewardship

Start With Prayer...
“For behold, some are last who will be first and
some are first who will be last.” Luke 13:30

The standards in our society are so different from
God’s standards. We often rate or rank people by
what they have, how powerful they are, or how
successful they are. Jesus reminds us that God
will not judge us by the same earthly standards.

Absent from the body, present with the Lovd.
‘We offer sympathy and the assurance of
our prayers to the family of

Bonnie Jean Wickers,
friend of Pat Andrews

Augie Henning,
cousin of Bernie (Angie) Henning
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Mass Intentions Liturgical Ministers
Weekday Masses
Aug 22 8:00 am Doxie Smentkowski Saturday Sunday Sunday Sunday
Aug 23 8:00 am Bill Denton August 27 August 28 August 28 August 28
Aug 24 8:00 am Art and Anna Ade

100 pm :30 am :30 am 11:30 am

Aug 25 8:00 am Della Nahlik > 73 93 3
Aug 26 8:00 am Joe/Nellie McBride Eucharistic Ministers *cleans the vessels

Saturday - August 27

5:00 pm - Alan Barnes

*Dixie Garrett

*Bruce Gallion

*Tom Johnson

*Marie Strayhorn

*Carl Boyer

*Patsy Boyer

*Gary Freihaut
*Don Moeller

Mary Heeley Sue Syers Christine Camden Denise Witt
Sunday - August 28 Pat Hoskins Cathie Frede Joanne David Fran Davis
7:30 am - Fred Mueller Jan Hussman Ken Bohnert Jan Schultheiss Fran Corley

9:30 am - Jim/Maryann Whitecotton

) 1 needed
Intentions
11:30 am - People of the Parish Proclaimers

Al Schuld Dave Mills Maria Webb Carol Freihaut

Bev Gregory Jim England Tim Webb Gary Freihaut

Servers
Thank You For Cleaning Church Mitchell Schleeper Olivia Schwantner Ethan Pulic Katelyn Dorenkamp

August 26 Tony Wienstroer Haley Yates Alexi Sanchez Grayson Jahnsen

Cathy Morlock Josie Looney Billy Block Joe Groppe Sienna Mose

Carl and Patsy Boyer

Gail De Gunia Ushers
Carol Delue -
Jayne Beck Ken Ganey Steve Morlock Ralph Schultheiss Paul McDonnell

Ben Slodkowski
Bart Heinzer
Jeff Heibeck
Dixie Garrett

Dave Mills

Jeff Eschbach
Larry Lammert Jr.
Ted Hempen
Jerry Terry
1 needed

Tom Broadbent
Tim Diffey
Jerry Sheets
Dale Sudholt

Steve Freihaut

Mary Buckey
Cristina Duncan
Jennifer Younkins
Gary Freihaut
Rebecca Mose

R

Please pray for those who are ill (parishioners are in bold)

If you cannot come to Church because of an illness, please be sure
to notify the Parish Office, 636-671-3062, so we might minister to you

either at home, in the hospital or nursing care facility

Wally Freihaut
Greg Malawy

Lenore Burns
Pat Murphy

Margarite Kriegesmann, former parishioner

Tina Anderton, niece of Greg and Kathy Benefield
Buck Thomas, of our community

Cindi Connor, daughter of Susan Ryan

Carol Brennan, sister of Katie Tutass

Rose Ann Chiodini, mother of Michael Chiodini

Janice Robertson
Susan Ryan

Jim Murphy Sr.
Helen Wendt

Maryann Hays, sister of Bernie (Angie) Henning

Michael Flamion, Ballwin police officer
Margie Konsewicz, sister of Cathy Carley

Dave Landers, brother-in-law of Bernie/Angie Henning

Tamara Mattingly, former parishioner

~those serving in the military, the homebound, shut-ins of the parish and all in nursing homes. To add a name
please call the Parish Office, 671-3062. Names will be removed after 3 weeks or as space permits.
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Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Cycle C

THEME: “Perform your tasks with humility.”

In modern psychology it is a given that the ego, the sense
of self, emerges in relation to the other. We derive a
sense of who we are in the feedback we get from other
people. Everyone wants to be accepted. Everyone
wants a sense of approval. Everyone wants recognition,
recognition for the good that we do, the good that we

are. Still, in the whole developmental process, we
achieve ego strength when we can live our personal
values and convictions no matter what others may think of
us. This is maturity. Humility is the mark of maturity. The
humble choose the good because it is good, not because
of any recognition or benefit they may receive. When |
find myself doing what | do in order to be praised or
recognized, then | know that | have a way to go in
achieving maturity; | have a way to go in living my life with
God. When | am resentful because | don't feel
appreciated for my contributions, then | know that | am
not choosing the good because it is good, but because |
hope to fill some need in myself. | still have a way to go
in growing up, growing in God.

THE READINGS:

FIRST READING: Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29

The first reading is taken from the Book of Sirach. Sirach
belongs to Israel’s late Wisdom writings and reflects
Israel’s experience in the Greco-Roman world. Where
the Book of Wisdom reflects on how to live God’s wisdom
in the midst of the world in which Israel finds itself, Sirach
reflects more on living God’s Wisdom in the face of and
despite the larger world context. From Sirach we learn to
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avoid making compromises with the values of the world
that oppose God’s will and word while from Wisdom we
learn to find those points of contact, those common
values in the larger world that allow us to find God’s
presence in day to day life and offer God’s Wisdom as an
alternate way of viewing present reality.

In a series of proverbial sayings, Sirach upholds the value
of humility. To perform one’s tasks with humility, to do
what we do because it is the good thing to do wins
approval from those whom God accepts. Within the
community of believers, there is a right relationship
between those who simply choose to do the good. Butin
the larger world, the person who acts with humility shows
simply that the good is a realistic possibility. The focus is
on the good, not the person acting. No matter how great
or powerful a person, he is not God and acting on the
good for the sake of the good is what God wants and
expects of us. This is wisdom. This is what we can learn
from God’s word spoken into the heart of creation,
especially in His Torah. This is what allows people to
overcome trials and hardship. The proud, who rely on
themselves, face such trials and hardships and are
defeated because they have a sense of their own

failure. They have relied solely on themselves. Humility
is the way of Wisdom.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24

The second reading, from the Letter to the Hebrews,
presents a contrast between the old and the new, the old
covenant and the new, and stresses, in the new, the pure
giftedness of what we have in Jesus Christ. There is a
contrast between the Moses/Sinai tradition and the David/
Zion tradition. In the Moses/Sinai tradition, there was a
sense of the awesome otherness of God and a stress on
responsibility in keeping the demands of His covenant.
While it is true that those whom God chooses have a
responsibility to live righteously, the analogy of our
relationship with God as a covenant, especially the treaty
form of a covenant, breaks down when it is understood
that our part in the relationship can earn us the favor and
protection of the overlord, that our fidelity is a condition
and motivating factor for His love and faithfulness. In
contrast, Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant invites
all people to Zion, to the new Jerusalem, to God’s
dwelling with His people because of His once-for-all
sacrifice. How we live should flow from what God has
accomplished for us; it is never understood as what
motivates God to love us. All that we have, especially all
that we have in our relationship with our God, is pure

gift. In humility, we are responsible merely for accepting
the offered gift, the gift of eternal life with our God; we
have the possibility of living a relationship that is a gift, a
free offering of our God. We can choose to be loved.
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GOSPEL READING: Luke 14:1,7-14

The Gospel passage, from Luke uses the image of guests
at a wedding banquet to illustrate how we are to live with
our God and with each other. A consistent theme that
runs through Luke’s Gospel is the reversal of fortunes.
Those who humble themselves will be exalted and those
who exalt themselves will be humbled. In purely human
terms, it is embarrassing to take a place we think we
deserve and then be asked to make way for someone
else. Itis elating to be recognized and honored by
others. On the model of Jesus, we became the slave of
all and servant of all, we are asked to be humble, not to
stand on status, but to also take on service for others.
The service and sacrifice, the crucifixion of Jesus, that
opens the way for us to be reconciled with God and share
in eternal life is a gift that the Son of God offers — simply
because we need it. There is nothing we can do to earn
it; there is nothing we can do to repay God for His love
and care. If God, in Jesus, treats us this way, then we
can and must treat others in the same fashion. The good
that we do has to be motivated by the fact that those to
whom we show compassion and care, those whom we
love need what we have to offer. It cannot be motivated
by what we might receive in return.

To do the good that we do simply because it is good, to
love God by loving others with no thought of what we
might get in return, these are signs of maturity, spiritual
maturity, and psychological maturity. Not many of us are
so secure in our lives that we can consistently be so
giving, so other-centered. But then, again, we are not
God. What makes us who we are is that we have chosen
to try, we have chosen to say “yes” to the offer to follow
Jesus, to imitate His giving, His service, to continue to do
what He did. Itis the trying, the effort, that matters. lItis
being on the way, growing in life, growing in personal
strengths, growing in other-centeredness, growing in
maturity that make us disciples, that constitute our best
response to God'’s offer of love, compassion and life.

©17. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

FOR REFLECTION:

e In what ways has my sense of self emerged in my
relationship with other people? Does my sense of
acceptance and approval by others confirm me in
who | am or does the reaction of others convince me
to take a different path, not to be like them? How is
the hand of God at work in the people in my life
through whom | derive a sense of who | am?

e How does God's word and wisdom direct me to live in
the midst of the world and not make compromises
with the values of the world that stand against God's
will for right living? Do | offer others an alternate view
of reality, an alternate way of living by the way | live?

e Do | choose the good for the sake of the good or am |
motivated by what's in it for me? In what areas does
my response to God and His call to the good life need
to grow and mature?

e How easy is it for me to be loved? By God? By other
people in my life? Can | accept that I'm loved or do |
need always to maintain a sense of control in my
life? If | need to be in control, can | really let God love
me?

e Can | see myself as successful merely because |
want to and try to live the good life? What do | do
with my sins and failures? When | find myself falling
into the same faults over and over, do | disparage
myself? Can | really see myself as being on the way?
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