























Mass Intentions
Weekday Masses

Aug 7 8:00am
Aug 8 8:00am
Aug 9 8:00am
Aug 10 8:00am
Aug 11 8:00am

Frank Schmidt
Poor Souls
Cliff Brandt
Sandy Perkovic
Glenda Clayton

Liturgical Ministers

Saturday
August 12
5:00pm

Sunday
August 13
7:30am

Sunday
August 13
9:30am

Sunday
August 13
11:30am

EUCHARISTIC MINSITERS

*cleans the vessels

Saturday - August 12
5:00pm - Anthony Williams

Sunday - August 13
7:30am - Anthony Williams
9:30am - People of the Parish
11:30am - Viola Vonder Haar

Thank You For Cleaning Church

August 11
Cathy Morlock
Gail DeGunia

Carol Delue

*Judy Lorentz
*Jan Hussman
Mary Luebbert
Al Schuld
Ralph Munzlinger

*Ruth Haen
*Cathy Carley
David Cox
Marietta Cox

Tom Johnson

*Trish Guethle
*Sharon Reineri
Hellen Salamone
Jan Schultheiss

Dan Stonecypher

*Fran Corley
*Joan Ross
Gary Freihaut
Carol Freihaut
Sharon Schmidt

1 needed
PROCLAIMERS
Dave Mills Jim England Tim Webb Thom Ecker
Peggy Mikko Ken Bohnert Maria Webb Don Moeller
SERVERS
Grace Eimer Phillip Grimes Lily Shaffrey Justin Twidwell
Joe Groppe Mason Pohlmann Sophie Surdyke Bella Cignetti

Brendan Kohler

Olivia Schwantner

Gage Pytlinski

Katlyn Dorenkamp

USHERS

Bart Heinzer
Dixie Garrett
Darleen Allmeroth
Ken Ganey
Ben Slodkowski
1 needed

Jerry Terry
Butch Mattingly
Lou Bartoloni
Janet Mertensmeyer
Doug Bjornstad
Steve Morlock

Dale Sudholt
Steve Freihaut
Mike Harris
Larry Whitworth
Chuck Phillips
Robert De Long

Fran Davis
Gary Freihaut
Rebecca Mose
Jim Robertson

Al Schuld

David Witt

Wally Freihaut

Jerry Jenicek
Jim Bufka
Ann Riley

Katia Gourley, daughter of Dennis and Patti Brouk

Zillard Ingrum, father of Cheryl Brinker
Maria Partney, daughter of Barb Perez
James Goewert, brother of Fran Davis

Jim Henricks, cousin of Jim/Sharon Jasper
Sharon Weindel, sister-in-law of Marie Strayhorn

Myron Sherman

Arnie Lohbeck
Lee Hoffman

Fran Mills

Mike Heller
Christine Riney

Please pray for those who are ill (parishioners are in bold)

If you cannot come to Church because of an illness, please be sure
to notify the Parish Office, 636-671-3062, so we might minister to you
either at home, in the hospital or nursing care facility.

Mischelle Leahy

Joe Wigge
Bill Clifton

Edward Rabbit Sr., father of Tammy Groppe
Robert Berry, brother-in-law of Soer Family

Christine Weber, niece of Betty Oermann/Helen Wendt

Linda Thien, friend of Jim and Sharon Jasper
Steven Bryant, friend of Bruce Gallion
Melva “Kathy” Adams, grandmother of Gracie Stegmann

Jim and Carol Lucas, friends of Dale and Pat Andrews Eric Oppelz, son of Bill and Barb Oppelz

Penny Turek, sister-in-law of Deacon Paul and Maryann Turek

Leonard Nugent, cousin of Betty Oermann-Helen Wendt

~those serving in the military, the homebound, shut-ins of the parish and all in nursing homes. To add a name
please call the Parish Office, 671-3062. Names will be removed after 3 weeks or as space permits.
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Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Cycle A

THEME: In quiet times and moments of peace, seek
your God.

With sights and sounds and feverish activity, we celebrate
the presence of our God. Think of the major feast of the
liturgical year. There are sights and sounds associated
with Christmas and Easter. Those seasons are marked
by hectic activity — the activity of the holidays, the activity
of minister practices to celebrate special and powerful
liturgies, the activity of special rituals to mark significant
events. Yet, here we are about half way through the
Season of the Year, half way through Ordinary Time and
things are routine, ordinary, and relatively quiet. Do I find
myself looking for that jolt, that sense of power to enliven
me and draw me to my God? Do | expect to find my God
only in those special moments, moments of intensity,
moments out of the ordinary?
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THE READINGS:

FIRST READING: | Kings 19:9, 11-13

The first reading, from the First Book of Kings, tells the
story of Elijah’s encounter with God at a cave in the
wilderness. Elijah had been called by God to stand
against King Ahab and his evil Queen, Jezebel. He had
bested the 450 prophets of Baal in a fiery cataclysm. He
had survived the attempts of King and people to harass
and kill him. In his work, he had been powerful,
victorious. And now things were calm. He was being
asked to pass on his mantle to another. Resistance to his
message still persisted, and he was in a big blue funk.
Had his work made any difference? Where was the
power of God to vindicate him and his work?

And God asked Elijah, “Why are you here?” He
confronted His prophet with power and yet, in that power,
God was not present. No, it was in the “still small voice,”
the quiet presence of another that God was to be found
and confronted with this presence, Elijah was again asked
by God, “Why are you here?” The question was a call for
Elijah to go back to his ordinary life, to be content with the
world as it was, to find God not in power and victory and
excitement, but in the small presence of a God saying,
“'m here; | care.”

SECOND READING: Romans 9:1-5

If Elijah is torn and conflicted in his experience of seeking
and serving his God, so too is Paul. In the second
reading from the Letter to the Romans, what Paul says of
his experience is also similar to the experiences of
Jeremiah. Paul, a Jew trained as a Pharisee, had a fierce
love and commitment to his people and to his God. In his
missionary work, he always began by addressing the
Jews of whatever city he visited and only turned to the
Gentiles when the Jews rejected him. In his commitment
to his God, he announced the salvation won in Jesus
Christ, the Messiah. And yet, it was a sore point for him
that his own people, from whom the Messiah came, were
slow to respond. Like Elijah, Paul wanted a powerful act
of God to set everything right, yet he, too, had to learn to
live the reality of the present moment and find the
presence of God not in power, but in a commitment to the
ordinary, in a commitment to simply living each day as
best he could with trust in the still small voice, in the
intimate, peaceful presence of God.
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 14:22-33

The Gospel reading, from Matthew is the story of Jesus
walking on the water and calming the storm at sea. In the
synoptic gospels, the only miracles that occur, for the
apostles’ benefit alone, take place in the setting of a
boat. The boat functions as a symbol of the Church and
is depicted as a place of protection and safety along the
way. These miracle stories are particularly significant in
Matthew’s Gospel since this version of the story of Jesus
focuses so much on the nature of the Church, the
believing community as the place where we encounter the
Kingdom of Heaven and the presence of our God to us.
In this story, the forces of nature, the forces of power to
which Elijah looked to find the presence of God are seen
as forces hostile to the believing community. Even in the
action of Jesus walking on the water and calming the
storm, works of power overcoming the forces of nature,
the disciples fail to see reality — the presence of

divinity. They misinterpret who is there and what is
happening. Itis only in the aftermath, in the calm, that
they recognize Jesus and see the hand of God at work.
In the end, today’s readings speak to us of a God who is
a God of peace, a God of calm, a God of the

ordinary. The readings call us, as the stories called
Elijah, Paul and the disciples, to seek our God in the
ordinary and the peaceful, to calm ourselves and find the
presence of our God in the ordinary events of our lives.
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FOR REFLECTION:

e How much do | look for the presence of God in great
and powerful events? How willing am | to see God in
the hum-drum and ordinary? Do the simple tasks and
obligations of my daily life make a difference?

e When | have been a part of big events or had a
significant role to play in my parish or community,
how willing am | to let go and return to normal? How
willing am | to let someone else take on the role or job
| exercised?

e Considering my life at this moment, if God were to
ask me, "Why are you here?" what would | say? Am
| where God wants me to be? Is it a peaceful place?

e Have | ever been conflicted, torn between two or
more aspects of life that both seem good, yet
somehow are exclusive? How do | find the presence
of God in these situations? How do | find what is
really peaceful?

e Do I find in my believing community a place of peace
and protection in the midst of life's turmoil? What do |
need to do to make sure that my believing
community, my Church community, is a place of
refuge for others in the midst of life's turmoil?

ELIEVE THE
GOOD NEWS
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